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by Chris Zuga

Alabama, Apes and Adam Perry

recently had a chance to sit down
with Adam Perry, account and distri-
bution manager for the Jackson Free
Press, to talk about his rst novel,
Boxing Gorillas. The story is a well-
paced and fun read that deftly blends
elements of suspense, comedy and ac-
tion into an engaging romp through
Alabama, highlighting the oddball
characters the South seems to nurture.
A mis ts journey from Hattiesburg to
Gulf Shores at the behest of his best
friend sets the ball rolling, and from the
start things go from bad to screwy to
downright life-threatening.

The story is told with Perrys crisp
prose and his characters pervasive laid-
back world view. Trust me when | tell
you: Its a page-turner.

What are the origins of the book?
Well, its not like I m trying to write
the Great American Novel. Its pulp.
Imachildofthe StarWars generation.
I like stuff that moves. ... It (reads) like
a movie because, honestly, Im a pretty
big reader, but I m a much bigger movie
buff. I grew up on Indiana Jones and
all that kind of stuff, and that has |-
tered into how | write, because | dont
want to sit there and get bogged down.
| kept hammering at it and hammer-
ing at it, and | knew I nally had done
right when Josh Gordon (a friend and
former creative-writing instructor), who
was editing it, called me back, and the
rst words out of his mouth were F*ck
you. | was like, Yes. Yes! I ve done it,
Ive nished it.

Who is
Gorillas™?

Its (self-published through) lulu.
com. | did the standard thing: sent
out query letter after query letter, you
know, got rejection after rejection. |
didnt stand for it as long as other peo-
ple. (Laughs) I got my handful and g-
ured, man, | could sit here for the next
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ve years collecting a notebook full of
rejection letters, or I could just do this
myself. Plus, (publishers) wanted me to
do all the marketing for it, anyway. And
dont think I'm not going to shop the
heck out of it, still.

lamassumingthat“Boxing Gorillas”
has certain semi-autobiographical
aspects to it?

The rst 30 or 40 pages of the
book are straight from my playbook at
that point in my life. I moved (to Gulf
Shores, Ala.) right after college in 98. |
was supposed to move down there with
a friend of mine who played in a band
with me at the time. He calls me on
Wednesday were supposed to move
on Friday and says, Man, | cant do
it. So I called a buddy of mine, Jeff
Gunner, he was working at Sal & Philss,

and told him I needed a roommate. He
said: Sure, I 1l be there. Let me call you
back after the lunch rush. So we moved
that weekend. A friend of mine found
us an apartment literally right across
the street from the beach, dirt cheap,
500 bucks a month or something split
between us. We went down there and
raised hell, got stupid.

So how many of these characters
are based on people you knew?
All of them. Some of them are di-
rect relations to the people they re based
on; some of them are mish-mashes of
three or four people. Masons best friend
in the book, David, looks like one of
my friends, and he reacts like two other
ones, and both of Davids kind of ex-
tremes are  one guys one extreme,
and one guy is the other extreme. Thats
kind of how | put him together. But
Lou is based right on someone the
look, the car, the Elvis thing and hes
also just like a total dumbass. (Laughs)
Jack is based on somebody. Mason is a
lot of me and a lot of other people, and
its no surprise that he falls in with these
people; these are his people, his tribe.

The book leaves the door wide
open for a sequel. Any plans for
these characters in the future?

Ive got three sequels mapped,
completely mapped. Ive got two or
three different scenarios, and I'm just
trying to see which one of them is
going to play better over the long haul.
Ive just got to throw it on the page
and see how it lays. At this point its all
just buckshot. I'm spit-balling every-
thing at the page now and just seeing,
you know?

Adam Perrys debut novel, “Box-
ing Gorillas” (paperback, $22.44; PDF
download, $10), was released Dec. 7 and
will be available through boxinggorillas.
com, lulu.com, or visit the books Face-
book page.

A Mostly Nice List of Mostly
Offbeat Holiday Films

“Emmet Otters Jug Band
Christmas” (1977) Jim Hen-
son had the Christmas season
covered with The Muppet
Christmas Carol, but this little
tale is perhaps the most over-
looked gem in Hensons treasure
trove. The tale of an otter mother
and son and his jug band buddies as they all struggle
to make some spending money for Christmas de-
buted in 1977. | remember watching this with my
younger siblings and enjoying it immensely, espe-
cially the bands rival at the talent show: the intimi-
dating Alice Cooper-styled Riverbottom Nightmare
Band. The special is lled with memorable songs
that are uplifting and sweet without being saccha-
rine. This was also the rst time Henson Imed
his creations in wide-angle and full-character shots;
previously Muppets were almost exclusively shot
from the waist-up. If you havent seen it in years, or
if you have children who have never seen it, this is
the perfect time to settle in at the edge of Frogtown
for a bittersweet modern holiday classic.

“Die Hard” 1 and 2 (1988 and
1990) Say what you will about
Bruce Willis and this franchise,
but they take place during the
Christmas  season both  of
them. Willis John McClane just
wants to be nice and spend the
holiday mending his relation-
ship with his family. You have to
forgive him when he goes a little Yippee Ki Yay
on the not-so-nice band of terrorists in the rst
movie. Youd think that would be the worst Christ-
mas ever. But wait, another Christmas rolls around,
another ight to bring the family together, and as a
special gift there is a group of mercenaries led by the
great character-actor William Sadler, trying to free
an extradited drug lord ying in to the same airport.
Holiday mayhem ensues with McClane outnum-
bered, outgunned and improvising to save the wife
and kids, bring down the bad guys and save Christ-
mas, yet again. Maybe next year a quiet holiday at
home is the way to go.
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Honorable mentions:
The Ice Harvest,
Christmas Vacation.

Scrooged, Bad Santa,
and National Lampoons
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